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Abstract

As part of this doctoral research in management, this thesis examines the financing
mechanisms designed to revitalize rural areas, incorporating an interdisciplinary approach
combing economics, strategic management, and public policy. The main objective is to
evaluate the effectiveness of financial instruments — both European and national — and their
role in reducing regional disparities, stimulating rural entrepreurship, and improving
socioeconomic cohesion.

The research was structured around three complementary methodological axes.

First, a bibliometric analysis was conducted to map the state of the art in scientific
research on rural financing mechanisms, identifying publication trends, the most influential
authors, and emerging areas of research. This approach made it possible to build a solid
theoretical foundation and highlight the importance of a coherent political and institutional
framework for the success of rural development programs.

Secondly, a data mining analysis was conducted on the perceptions of local stakeholders,
the needs identified, and the obstacles encountered in accessing funds. Through a questionnaire
distributed to rural residents and potential new inhabitants, the results revealed the strategic
priorities of the communities, including access to infrastructure, job creation, and reducing the
effects of migration.

Thirdly, a spatio-temporal analysis of the performance of rural areas between 2007 and
2022 was conducted, using indicators like as business turnover, number of employees,
profitability, and entrepreneurial density. The thematic maps produced highlighted significant
disparities between regions close to urban centres and structurally disadvantaged regions,
confirming the hypothesis of a correlation between the intensity of European funding and local
economic dynamics.

In conclusion, this thesis contributes to the understanding of effective financing models
for rural revitalization and offers recommendations for optimizing the design and
implementation of development policies. The results highlight the need for an integrated
approach the combines financing, social innovation, and participatory governance in order to

promote sustainable and inclusive rural development.



